
6 March 2018 
 
 
KIA ORA KOUTOU 

 
PRINCIPAL’S NEWS 

 

 

Cluster Update - The Upper Hutt Cluster has worked closely together for a 

number of years and on a number of initiatives. The purpose of this 

collaboration has always been to ensure the best possible outcomes for 

students across our valley. In recent times we have honed and unpacked our 

vision “Shaping our future with students at the heart” and our mission “Grow 

capability, through collaboration and innovation, to enable success for all 

learners in our community” to produce a shared strategic plan for our cluster. 

 

In 2015 it was decided that a priority for all Upper Hutt schools, in order to 

achieve our vision, was that of student engagement. Last Thursday and Friday 

lead teachers and Principals met to review and build on our strategic plan for 

2018. We will again be holding professional development sessions after school 

for all teachers shortly, and as per previous years they will be forming 

professional learning groups based on the areas of practice they want to 

develop. These areas branch out from the core focus of student engagement 

and agency which led one of our group to coin the new uniquely Upper Hutt 

phrase “Engagency”.  

 

We also had a representative from the Ministry come to speak with us around 

our project and the documentation we shared with them. They were incredibly 

complimentary about the work we are doing and talked a lot about the 

“richness” of the collaboration, and the “depth of capability that was home-

grown”. They were also impressed by the trust and transparency shown by the 

cluster when sharing data and practice to identify trends and work together on 

solutions and celebrate success. 

 

Part of our strategic plan is to ensure we keep our community informed of the 

fantastic stuff our students, teachers and leaders are doing across our cluster. 

We are incredibly proud to be in such a collaborative, hardworking and 

innovative cluster, and we know our kids across the valley are benefiting from 



the dedicated and united approach to student well-being, achievement, 

engagement and outcomes.  

 

Kāhore taku toa i te toa takitahi, he toa takitini 

We cannot succeed without the support of those around us. 

 

 

Paua Class Trip – On Thursday 1 March, 

Paua class were dropped off at the 

station. Maymorn Station is the one we 

started at. It was fun on the train. It 

was black in the tunnel. After the train 

arrived we got on and then we kept 

stopping and stopping until we arrived at 

Carterton. We got to take photos with 

the phones on the train.  

 

When we got to Paua World, Rosie spoke 

with us and showed us different paua 

shells. We watched a video about paua. 

After the video we got split up into three groups. We got to look around the 

shop and at the factory.  

 

We went to Carrington Park for lunch. There were two flying fox’s - a big one 

and a mini one and there were two hamster 

wheels, a swing with two seats and a huge 

pirate ship. There was also a skate park 

and a lot of people were down in a huge 

hole in the skate park.  

 

After the park we went to the pools. 

There was three pools, they were all 

freezing. They were all different heights. 

The longest pool was the deepest pool and 

nobody could touch the ground.  

 

Paua class had a wonderful learning 

experience beyond our classroom. Thanks to the great parents who joined us 

for our special trip.   



Combined writing effort by Sam, Mariah, Baden, Logan, Hannah, and Marie.  

 

 

Parent Teacher – We have our first evening of Parent Teacher Conferences 

tonight. Thank you to all those parents who have booked an appointment time. 

If you haven’t booked yet, but would like to do so, we still have spaces available 

on Thursday.  Go to www.schoolinterviews.co.nz and use the code xzvkw. This 

will then prompt you to select your booking time with your child’s teacher. If 

you have any problems, or would prefer us to book a time for you, please call 

the school office. Thanks. 

 

 

Easter Holidays – Easter is fast approaching and just to let you know that we 

have a 5-day weekend over the Easter break.  School will be closed on Friday 

30th March, and Monday and Tuesday 2nd & 3rd of April.  The April school 

holidays start on Friday 13th April. 

 

Reminder - Nzei Paid Union Meeting - There is a Paid Union Meeting coming 

up on the 19th March in the afternoon. This means all teachers will be 

attending to discuss issues around pay and conditions. Please place this in your 

calendar, and while we will not be officially closing the school, there will only be 

a couple of staff on site so we would really appreciate it if you could make 

arrangements to have your child picked up at lunchtime (1:15) so that we 

don’t have too many children to look after that afternoon.  

 

Both the Birchville and Kaitoke buses will be coming at the earlier time of 

1.15pm. This will mean that there will be no usual bus service after 3pm. After 

School Care will still be operating. 

 

A signmee has come out to gauge how many students will not be able to be 

collected. 

 

Kapa Haka – We will be starting up our Kapa Haka Group for 2018 soon.  If your 

child is interested in taking part, please let the office know.  As part of the 

group, your child will take part in a couple of different performances during the 

year. 

 

 

http://www.schoolinterviews.co.nz/


Gate – Due to health and safety reasons, we will be locking the gate that goes 

through to the netball courts. From now on, please use the gate that is 

alongside the administration block. We apologise to parents of before and after 

school care children, but you will have to walk around the office to collect your 

children.  

 

Also a reminder to all parents that parking in the school grounds is not 

permitted between the hours of 8am and 4pm each school day. 

 

 

Makahika Camp - Year 5/6 Camp – Our Year 5’s and 6’s head off to camp 

next Monday. This promises to be a great camp, with lots of activities and 

challenges to look forward to. We wish them all the best and hope they have a 

great week. We look forward to seeing lots of photos!  

Look out for another camp notice coming out today, along with the gear list. 

 

Plateau Facebook - All our blog posts, Flickr photos and recent school news are  

gathered on our Facebook page making it the “one stop shop” for school events.  

www.facebook.com/plateauschool 

 

There are also two associated facebook pages and 

our Flickr page which has a TON of photos from 

different events for you to peruse: 

https://www.facebook.com/PlateauHomeandSchool/ 

https://www.facebook.com/plateau50/ 

https://www.flickr.com/photos/plateauschool/ 

 

We are also on Twitter (@plateauschool) 

And youtube as plateauschoolnz 

 

 

 

 

http://www.facebook.com/plateauschool
https://www.facebook.com/PlateauHomeandSchool/
https://www.facebook.com/plateau50/
https://www.flickr.com/photos/plateauschool/
https://www.youtube.com/user/plateauschoolnz


LIBRARY NEWS  

Hello from the Library,  

 

I thought I should introduce myself before we get into Library news. I am a 

Qualified Librarian originally from Scotland, but I have lived in Silverstream 

for nearly 9 years. I have worked in both Public and Tertiary Libraries. The 

world of School Librarianship is new to me, but I am learning fast, and it’s been 

lovely meeting all the staff and children over the last few weeks. Everyone has 

made me feel very welcome, and I look forward to meeting you.  

 

Library times: 

 

Monday, Tuesday and Thursday. 9.30-1.30.  

 

Class Visits: 

 

Monday:  Tuatara, Kiwi, Kea and Ruru 

Tuesday:  Pukeko, Kea and Ruru 

Thursday:  Paua and Tui  

 

Outstanding Books: 

 

There are still some summer reading books outstanding. Could these please be 

returned as soon as possible.  

 

The Upper Hutt Library Bus Timetable (9am -11am) 

 

8th March and 5th April:   Paua, Kiwi, Kea and Ruru 

22nd March:     Pukeko, Tui and Tuatara. 

 

That's all the news for this week. 

 

Thanks 

 

Judith Burns 

 

 



OTHER NEWS 

 

Cookie Fundraiser – We will be selling Cookie Time Easter Cookies in a tin 

(similar to the Christmas tins last year) as a fundraiser. More information will 

follow. 

 

 

Top Schools Competition – We need your 

support!!! Please come along to watch and 

support our top school team. 
 

Top School is fantastic event based around 

the old Top Town concept where Upper Hutt 

Primary Schools compete in a variety of 

challenging tabloid games based around the 

2018 super heroes theme. 

 

School teams consist of students, parents and staff and prizes are also 

awarded to the best supporting school who theme themselves and their support 

around Super Heroes. There are prizes for the best supporters so dress up 

and come down to support us. 

 

It’s fun, wet and crazy good. 

 

Brought to you as part of The Gas Hub's Parks and Places programme. 
 

The event will be held on Wednesday 7th of March from 5-7pm at the soccer 

fields at Harcourt park.  

 

 

 
HOUSE-KEEPING 

 

 

Subway – Subway lunches are available every Thursday. 

To order please go to www.subway.co.nz. Select 

“Online Ordering” then “Subway School Lunch 

Programme”. Close off for orders is 8.45am that morning.  

 

http://www.subway.co.nz/


If you have any issues with the ordering process, please contact 0800 782 273. 

 

NO ORDERS WILL BE NOW BE TAKEN IN THE SCHOOL OFFICE, SO 

PLEASE ENSURE YOU PLACE YOUR ORDER ONLINE BEFORE THE CUT-OFF 

TIME. THANKS. 

 

If we get 50 online orders, Subway Rimutaka will donate sports equipment 

to our school, so make sure you give it a go this week! 

 

 

After School Care – Please remember to book your child into After School 

Care on the days that they will be attending (unless they are regulars). We 

need to know who is supposed to be attending for the safety of our students. 

 

Also, if your child is regularly in on a particular day and they won’t be there for 

some reason, please let us know. We appreciate your support. Thanks. 

 

 

NETBALL NEWS  

Hey Guys 

 

Thank you for all the registrations for the 2018 netball season. We will be 

letting you know what team your child is in shortly.   

 

We have had a huge interest for the Year 3 team, which is great. However, it 

may mean that not all the children will be able to play. I will talk to the coaches 

and see if we can accommodate all the children. We will be in touch with the 

parents of the children concerned if this is not possible. 

 

Over the next few weeks I will also be talking with coaches to determine when 

trainings will start. 

 

Thanks guys looking forward to another great season with Plateau School. 

 

Thanks 

Trace Powell 
 

 



DATES FOR YOUR DIARY 

March  

Wednesday 7th  - Top Schools Competition, Harcourt Park (5pm – 7.30pm) 

Thursday 8th  - Parent / Teacher Interviews (3.20pm – 5pm) 

Mon 12th – Thur 15th  - Year 5/6 Camp at Makahika 

Wednesday 14th  - Top Schools Competition Postponement Date 

Monday 19th  - Teaching Staff Paid Union Meeting – Please collect your  

        children at 1.15pm if possible (more information in body  

        of newsletter) 

Friday 23rd  - Fancy Feet Friday 

Wednesday 28th  - Wacky Wheels Wednesday 

Friday 30th - Good Friday (school closed) 

 

April  

Monday 2nd - Easter Monday (school closed) 

Tuesday 3rd - Easter Tuesday (school closed) 

Wednesday 11th - School Swimming Sport 

Friday 13th - Last day of Term One (finishing 3pm) 

 

TERM DATES FOR 2018 

Term 1  - Thurs 1st February – Friday 13th April (96 half-days) 

Term 2  - Mon 30th April – Fri 6th July (98 half-days) 

Term 3   - Mon 23rd July – Fri 28 September (100 half-days) 

Term 4  - Mon 15th October – Tues 18th December (90 half-days) 

 

 

TEACHER ONLY DAY – FRIDAY 19TH OCTOBER (SCHOOL CLOSED) 

 

 

SCHOOL LUNCHES 

 
School Lunches – School lunches this week: 
 

Thursday – Subway ($5.00 mini sub pack,  
$6.00 6” sub pack).  See above for ordering instructions. 

 

Friday – Mince Pie / Mince & Cheese Pie ($4.00 each) 

 
 



 

ROAD SAFETY SPOT:  SAFETY OF 

PLATEAU SCHOOL STUDENTS & THEIR 

FAMILIES:  Staying safe on the school 

bus – If you pick up or drop off your 

children at the bus stop: teach your children about safe bus 

behaviour – and practice it with them. 

 

PUSH PLAY! – Explore Rimutaka Forest Park. 

 

GREEN SPOT – Tips for greener, cleaner living.  Everyday ways 

for us to help make a healthier planet – Use less hot water – 

Wash your clothes in warm or cold water to reduce your use of hot 

water and the energy required to produce it. 

 
 

COMMUNITY NEWS 
 

 

 



 



  

 

 

 


